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has been done to regulate the far trade by means of organizing
trading-stations, farms for the breeding and preservation of
fur-bearing animals, hunting ; collectives,5 and so on. Fishing
has now become an important occupation, with the construc-
tion of fish-canneries, while the rearing of cattle is carried on
not only to maintain a supply of meat, but also to provide raw
materials for the tanning industry*.
The growing economic importance of this remote part of
Eastern Siberia is reflected in the growth of the administrative
centre of the Yakut Republic, Yakutsk. The population now
exceeds 25,000. It possesses saw-mills and wood-working
plants, and is the agricultural centre for the whole region,
as well as the chief collecting centre of the fur and mammoth
ivory trade. Its position as the geographical centre of the
republic has already been described. It has been considerably
enhanced by the construction of an airport, and the new
motor road to the south (see p. 323). Its situation in the
centre of an agricultural district is remarkable when one
considers that the mean annual temperature is about the same
as that at the top of Mont Blanc.
The native Yakut people have been quick to adapt them-
selves to new ways of life. Wooden houses, similar to those
of European Russia, are now more common than the primitive
yurta in the settlements of the middle and upper Lena and its
tributaries. In Yakutsk the Russian type of clothing is worn,
and there are many Yakut doctors, lawyers, clerks, and
engineers.
Viluisk is a smaller town. It is the centre of the iron, coal,
gold, and lumber industries of the upper Vilui basin,
The Valleys and Plateaux of the South *
The Upper Lena Valley. The upper valley of the Lena is
narrow, so that agriculture is limited to relatively small areas,
1 Above its junction with the Vitim, the Lena valley and the western
part of the southern plateaux lie within the Irkutsk Region and Buryat-
Mongolian A.S.S.R. The southern part is included in the Chita Region.
The new motor roads and railways and the navigable waterway of the
upper Lena are obviously orientating the economy of these regions towards
the Trans-Siberian Railway and Southern Siberia (see pp. 355, 356).